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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is responsive to communications filed on March 21, 2006. 
Claims 6 and 15 have been cancelled, in addition to previously cancelled claims 30-37. Thus 
claims 1-5, 6-14, 16-29 and 38 remain pending in the case. 



Response to Arguments 

2. AppHcant's argimients with respect to claims 1-5, 6-14, 16-29 and 38 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not include in this action can be 
found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 18-20, 25-26, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sako (US 6,789,087). 

Regarding claim 18, as shown in Figures 1-11, Sako discloses an electronic network 
comprising: 

at least one updatable database (111,1 12, 1 15, 116) configured to store scan parameter 
values (examination ID) fi-om one or more imaging sessions, the scan parameter values 
corresponding to scan parameters (employee data) defining the one or more imaging sessions 
(col. 6: lines 16-48); 

at least one imager (109) configured to acquire imaging data of a subject according to a 
set of scan parameters; 



Application/Control Number: 10/063,373 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2151 

an electronic communications link (1 13, 1 19) connected to the at least one updatable 
database (1 1 1, 1 12, 1 15, 116) and the at least one imager (109); and 

wherein the at least one images (109) includes a processor (118) configured to 
automatically transmit one or more scan parameter value (examination ID), corresponding to the 
set of scan parameters (data for one examinee including examinee ID, examinee name, birth date 
of examinee, sex of examinee, height, and weight), to the at least one updatable database (111, 
1 12, 1 15, 1 16) following acquisition of imaging data firom the subject (e.g., automatically 
transmit examination ID corresponding to examinee to updatable database 1 1 1, 1 12, 1 15 and 116 
upon completing the acquisition of scanning image; col. 6: line 3 - col. 8: line 45, and col. 1 1 : 
line 45 -col. 12: line 50). 

Regarding claims 25-26 and 38, Sako discloses a computer readable storage medium 
having a computer program stored thereon and representing a set of instructions that when 
executed by one or more computers causes the one or more computers to: 

access a database (111, 1 12, 1 15, 1 16) having scan parameter data (height and weight)) 
stored thereon, the scan parameter data corresponding to scan parameters (characteristic quantity 
region) of one or more executed imaging session; 

compare user input identifying scan parameters (characteristic quantity region) of an 
imminent imaging session to at least a portion of the scan parameter data (height and weight)) 
stored on the database; and 

determine preferred scan parameters (characteristic quantity region) for the imminent 
imaging session fi-om the scan parameter data stored on the database firom the one or more 
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executed imaging sessions executed in accordance with scan parameters similar to those 
identified by the user input (e.g., determining characteristic quantity region based on examinee's 
weight/height; col 9: Une 1 1 - col. 10: Une 65). 

Regarding claim 19, Sako also discloses a computer progranmied to determine a dosage 
summary (characteristic quantity region or irradiating field aperture level) of the one or more 
previous imaging scans executed in accordance with scan parameters similar to those of the 
desired imaging scan (e.g., characteristic quantity region is set to be proper per subject size, i.e., 
weight and height, though the use of a setting unit 401; a characteristic quantity region 
designating unit 302; and irradiating field aperture value determining unit 403; a characteristic 
quantity calculating unit 404; and an image processing unit 405; col. 9: line 1 1 - col. 10: line 
65). 

Regarding claim 20, Sako also discloses the computer is fiirther programmed to 
automatically store data for scan parameters for the desired imaging scan on the updatable 
database following execution of the desired imaging scan (e.g., scanning image is automatically 
transmitted and stored upon completing; col. 9: line 11 - col. 10: line 65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. Claims 21-24, and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sako, as applied to claims 18 and 25 above, in view of DiMaria et al (US 
6,075,455), hereinafter DiMaria. 
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5. Regarding claims 21-22, Sako discloses substantially all the limitation, but Sako 
fails to explicitly call for except the first imager and the second imager located remotely fi-om 
each other. 

DiMaria, in the same field of endeavor, teaches a plurality of imaging processors 
(terminals 10), comprising a plurality of epidermal topographical scanners 12, located at 
different locations (see Figures 1-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Sako's by storing images at separate locations as taught in 
DiMaria' s reference because it would be more convenient to access desired images at different 
locations. 

Regarding claim 23, though the combination of Sako and DiMaria does not explicitly 
disclose the at least one imager includes a first imager located in a first facility and a second 
imager located in a second facility remotely located fi-om the first facility and wherein the at least 
one database is located in one of the first facility and the second facility, but since it is well 
known in the art the network devices can be configured to locate remotely, thus it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made the imaging 
scanner can be located in a treatment facility and the at least database remotely fi'om the 
treatment facility, motivated by the need of providing greater accessibility for authenticating or 
authorizing access privilege. 
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Regarding claim 24, though the combination of Sako and DiMaria does not expUcitly 
disclose the at least one imager includes a first imager located in a first facility and a second 
imager located in a second facility remotely located firom the first facility and wherein the at least 
one database is located in a facility remotely located firom the first and the second facilities and 
connected to the first imager and the second imager via an electronic communications link, but 
since the network devices can be configured to locate remotely, thus it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made the imaging scanner can be 
located in a treatment faciUty and the at least database remotely from the treatment facility, 
motivated by the need of providing greater accessibility for authenticating or authorizing access 
privilege. 

Regarding claim 27, the combination of Sako and DiMaria also discloses the database is 
located remotely from an imaging apparatus used to execute the imminent imaging session 
(DiMaria; col. 3: lines 25-33). 

Regarding claim 28, though the combination of Sako and DiMaria does not expUcitly 
disclose the imaging apparatus is located in a treatment facility and the database is located 
remotely from the treatment facihty, but since the network devices can be configured to locate 
remotely, thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made the imaging scanner can be located in a treatment facility and the at least 
database remotely from the treatment facility, motivated by the need of providing greater 
accessibility for authenticating or authorizing access privilege. 
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Regarding claim 29, the combination of Sako and DiMaria also discloses the set of 
instructions further causes the one or more computers to access the database via an electronic 
communications link (DiMaria; col. 3: lines 6 - col. 7: line 61). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
6. Claims 1-5, 7-14 and 16-17 are allowed. 
See previous Office Action for Reason for Allowance. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Van Kim T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-3073. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zami Maung, can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppHcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubUshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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